04. PROCEDURE FOR DEVELOPMENT, REVISION,
AND CLARIFICATION OF METHODOLOGIES AND
METHODOLOGICAL TOOLS
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NEW METHODOLOGY APPROVAL PROCEDURE

Step 1 - Methodology concept note submission

Developer submits the methodology concept note and
Secretariat assesses if the methodology concept is
eligible and is in line with GS4GG requirements

If not eligible - the concept note is rejected. or
If further revision/clarification is needed a
resubmission is requested.

Step 2 - Methodology draft preparation and
submission

Developer prepares a draft of the
methodology and submits it together with draft PDD.

If completness is successful, invoice is raised.

if completness requires further clarification,
Yes improvements a resubmission is requested before
raising an invoice

Step 3 - Methodology review by Secretariat

and methodology working Group

Secretariat conducts a completeness
check and full review with methodology working group.
After successful closure of all comments and clarification,
stakeholder consultation is recommended.

If methodology developer fails to close the open
No comments, the methodology draft is rejected
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NEW METHODOLOGY APPROVAL PROCEDURE

AN

Step 4 - Stakeholder consultation

Secretariat conducts a 30 day stakeholder consultation.

Step 5 -

Final recommendations for TAC consideration

The developer prepares the responses to stakeholder
[commenst and makes necessary revisions in consultation
with Secretariat. The Working Group reviews the final
methodology draft and prepares its final
recommendations (approve or reject)
and to TAC.

Step 6 — Consideration by TAC

TAC considers working group's recommendations and
make a decision to approve or reject the methodology.

Yes »| Methodology rejected ]

Publication

Secretariat prepares the draft and publishes the
methodology.
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GUIDING PRINCIPLES OF THE METHODOLOGY
1SO 14064-2 (2019)

Accuracy
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GENERAL REQUIREMENTS OF THE METHODOLOGY

Applicability criteria that projects shall use to demonstrate compliance with the core
principles of Gold Standard.

Flexible procedures to accommodate different types of projects of similar nature and
circumstances while still ensuring the integrity of the GHG accounting process.

Establish criteria for the selection of relevant GHG sources, sinks, and reservoirs for
regular monitoring or estimation where not monitored.

Establish criteria and procedures for quantifying GHG emissions and/or removals

Use conservative assumptions, values, and procedures to ensure that GHG emissions or
removals are not overestimated;

Include methods for estimating uncertainty relevant to the project and baseline scenario

Specify the approach to demonstrating the additionality of the activity applying the
methodology.
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CLARIFICATION OF APPROVED METHODOLOGY

* Submission of Clarification Request form by PD/ CME/VVB/ DNA
 Completeness check by Secretariat within one week
* Initial assessment within 2 weeks

* Secretariat shall prepare a clarification in case of no regulatory /technical ambiguity
within 3 weeks of the conclusion of the completeness check.

* |f required, Secretariat shall send the draft clarification to the Methodology Working
group member(s) and/or TAC member(s) in three weeks of the conclusion of the
completeness check.

* Secretariat shall prepare a clarification in case of regulatory /technical ambiguity after
consultation with Methodology Working group member(s) and/or TAC member(s)

* Secretariat shall send it to the enquirer within two weeks of the TAC meeting in which it
was concluded.

* Secretariat shall publish the clarification on GS website, specifying to which version(s)
of the methodology or methodological tool the clarification applies
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VVB ROLE

Observe the stakeholder consultation page

htps://www.goldstandard.org/our-work/innovations-consultations

Check if the proposed methodology could have any impact for the VVB in terms of
= Business opportunities

= Capacity building

= Resource addition

= Participation in the consultation

= Ensuring that methodology is verifiable.
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