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FREQUENTLY ASKED 
QUESTIONS ABOUT THE 

GOLD STANDARD PROCESS
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Outline

• What are fees associated with Gold Standard and SustainCERT

• What is the cycle and how long does the process take?

• Where do I start?

• Where do I sell my carbon credits? 
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   What are fees associated with Gold Standard & SustainCERT?
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How long does the process take?
What is the cycle? 

It can take 7-14 months to get to Project Design Certification. 
This is not a guarantee but an estimate removing outliers. 
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   Where Do I Start my Carbon Credit Journey?* 

—Step 1. Pick an approved Gold Standard Methodology that matches your emission reductions activity from this list: 

https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/427-cdm-list-of-eligible-cdm-methodology/ . 

—Step 2. Consolidate your idea into a basic Project Idea Note (PIN). SustainCERT staff can review it generally in 2 business days

—Step 3. Review the Gold Standard Principles and Requirements

—Step 4. Become comfortable with the Project Certification Lifecycle: (Scroll down on page)

—Step 5. Understand How does one submit documents for Preliminary Review? 

—Step 6. Begin preparing your Project Design Document and Stakeholder Consultation Report

—*There are many ways to start a carbon credit journey but this summarizes key points. SustainCERT does not offer investment 
or project specific advice. SustainCERT advisory relates to Gold Standard rules and guidelines only.  

https://globalgoals.goldstandard.org/427-cdm-list-of-eligible-cdm-methodology/
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/forms.zohopublic.com/sustaincert/form/ProjectIdeaNotes/formperma/K0MR4T7clbi5RLGjvTxlxPQJdIq3KgAnTOhJzGPMdH0__;!!DMKeIX2BIA!wSW-ghAzRu5On7upKlYES9HnJh0F26gB9OFabQyFtLQl8Iaic1eHGp5ys5lKNrT_4jdyO1M$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/globalgoals.goldstandard.org/101-par-principles-requirements/__;!!DMKeIX2BIA!wSW-ghAzRu5On7upKlYES9HnJh0F26gB9OFabQyFtLQl8Iaic1eHGp5ys5lKNrT_eaTl-rM$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.goldstandard.org/take-action/certify-project__;!!DMKeIX2BIA!wSW-ghAzRu5On7upKlYES9HnJh0F26gB9OFabQyFtLQl8Iaic1eHGp5ys5lKNrT_21FgPNw$
https://desk.zoho.com/portal/sustaincert/en/kb/articles/how-does-one-submit-documents-for-preliminary-review
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/globalgoals.goldstandard.org/t-prereview-design-document/__;!!DMKeIX2BIA!wSW-ghAzRu5On7upKlYES9HnJh0F26gB9OFabQyFtLQl8Iaic1eHGp5ys5lKNrT_FoBr4go$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/globalgoals.goldstandard.org/t-prereview-stakeholder-consultation-report/__;!!DMKeIX2BIA!wSW-ghAzRu5On7upKlYES9HnJh0F26gB9OFabQyFtLQl8Iaic1eHGp5ys5lKNrT_kWNxtuM$
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   Where do I sell my carbon credits? 

• Check out credit pricing in the Gold Standard Marketplace

• Contact a carbon broker  

• Find a Carbon trade exchange

• Sell your credits bilaterally directly to a carbon buyer

• Find an investor who will value future credits 

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/marketplace.goldstandard.org/__;!!DMKeIX2BIA!wSW-ghAzRu5On7upKlYES9HnJh0F26gB9OFabQyFtLQl8Iaic1eHGp5ys5lKNrT_-Kuu6fY$

