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RULE CLARIFICATION: CREDITING PERIOD OF POAS 
FOLLOWING GS4GG TRANSITION

—Transitioning PoAs can retain their 7-year crediting period at the time of transition to GS4GG
— Subsequent PoA crediting period renewals shall follow GS4GG certification cycle i.e., 5-year cycle.

—Maximum total duration of the Transitioning PoA shall be 28 years as envisaged at time of 
registration under an earlier version of Gold Standard
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RECENT RULE UPDATES & CLARIFICATIONS

— Rule Updates
—USAGE RATE REQUIREMENTSTECHNOLOGIES AND PRACTICES TO DISPLACE DECENTRALIZED 

THERMAL ENERGY CONSUMPTION
—APPLICABILITY OF GLOBAL WARMING POTENTIAL FOR GOLD STANDARD FOR THE GLOBAL 

GOALS PROJECTS 
—REQUIREMENTS FOR PROJECTS TO TRANSITION FROM OTHER SCHEMES TO GOLD STANDARD 

FOR GLOBAL GOALS 
—RENEWABLE ENERGY ACTIVITY REQUIREMENTS 
—DESIGN CHANGE REQUIREMENTS 
—DEVIATION APPROVAL REQUIREMENTS AND PROCEDURES 

—Rule Clarifications
—CREDITING PERIOD OF POAS FOLLOWING GS4GG TRANSITION

—SWS Projects - Parameters
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RULE UPDATE: REQUIREMENTS FOR PROJECTS TO TRANSITION FROM 
OTHER SCHEMES TO GOLD STANDARD FOR GLOBAL GOALS 

— This Rule Update enters into force on 01/01/2021

— Eligible project/CPA registered with other schemes having a CP start date with original carbon 
crediting scheme on or after 01 January 2016 can transition to GS4GG

— Eligible project/CPA registered with other schemes having a CP start date with original carbon 
crediting scheme before 01 January 2016 shall demonstrate, at the time of preliminary review; 
—that project faces a serious risk of discontinuation without carbon revenue. 
—how the project has been operational in the absence of carbon revenue, if carbon credits have not been 

issued to the project in recent years 
These projects shall be assessed on a case-by-case basis.

- A CDM project, PoA/CPAs - including projects already registered with GS4GG for CER labelling -
seeking to transition to GS4GG to issue Gold Standard VERs are not required to be deregistered 
from the CDM. 

- The project must claim emission reductions of a given vintage only once, under one single scheme.
- A declaration, in writing, in the monitoring report to state that the project developer will not issue both 

a CER and a GS VER for the same vintage.
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RULE UPDATE: REQUIREMENTS FOR PROJECTS TO TRANSITION FROM 
OTHER SCHEMES TO GOLD STANDARD FOR GLOBAL GOALS 

— All projects that transition to GS4GG shall demonstrate Ongoing Financial Need at the time of 
renewal of their crediting period, as applicable to all registered GS4GG projects. 

— A CDM project, PoA/CPAs - including projects that are already registered with GS4GG for CER 
labelling - seeking transition to GS4GG to issue Gold Standard VERs may request this transition by 
submitting a transition request form. 

— This rule update is also applicable to Afforestation/Reforestation (A/R) projects seeking transition 
to GS4GG.
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RULE UPDATE: APPLICABILITY OF GLOBAL WARMING POTENTIAL FOR GOLD 
STANDARD FOR THE GLOBAL GOALS PROJECTS 

— This rule update enters into force on 01/01/2021

—All requests for Preliminary Review and/or Design Certification of projects and PoAs submitted
after 01 January 2021 shall use the AR5 GWP values for demonstrating additionality, determining
contributions to the SDGs and calculating ex-ante emission reductions and removals

—All monitoring, verifications and requests for performance certification of Certified products
and/or Impact Statements for the period starting 01 January 2021 shall use the AR5 GWP values
for calculating emission reductions and removals accrued

—This requirement is applicable to all emission reductions and removals accrued by GS4GG projects
and PoAs irrespective of the Gold Standard version and project cycle stage.
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RULE UPDATE: APPLICABILITY OF GLOBAL WARMING POTENTIAL FOR GOLD 
STANDARD FOR THE GLOBAL GOALS PROJECTS 

— Project Documentation Requirements

—All PDDs or PoA-DDs, CPA/VPA-DDs, (as applicable) where the time of first submission is on or
after 01 January 2021 shall use the IPCC AR5 GWP values for demonstrating additionality,
determining contributions to SDGs and calculating ex-ante emission reductions and removals.

— All PDDs or PoA-DDs, CPA/VPA-DDs, where the time of first submission (for Preliminary
Review) is before 01 January 2021 shall apply the IPCC AR5 GWP values to PDDs/PoA-DDs and
CPA/VPA-DDs, as applicable, that are submitted for Design Certification after 01 January 2021.

—For PDDs/PoA-DDs and CPA/VPA-DDs, as applicable, that are formally submitted before 01
January 2021, project developers and/or Coordinating/Managing Entities (CMEs) may opt to use
the IPCC AR5 GWP values to calculate the ex-ante emission reductions and removals for the
period starting 01 January 2021.
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RULE UPDATE: USAGE RATE REQUIREMENTSTECHNOLOGIES AND 
PRACTICES TO DISPLACE DECENTRALIZED THERMAL ENERGY 
CONSUMPTION

— All new and registered projects and PoAs/VPAs, involving household biogas digesters and/or
improved cooking devices and applying the Gold Standard’s Technologies and Practices to
Displace Decentralized Thermal Energy Consumption (TPDDTEC) methodology, the ADALYs
methodology and/or Black Carbon methodology shall be required to apply the usage
requirements.

—For projects and PoAs/VPAs involving improved cooking devices, there is no change from the
usage requirements dated 23/08/2017

—New Projects and PoA/VPAs involving household biogas digesters submitted for Design
Certification after 01/01/2021shall design the monitoring plan as per Usage Requirements v.2.0

—Registered Projects and PoA/VPAs involving household biogas digesters, with monitoring periods
after 26/10/2021, must demonstrate compliance with Usage Requirements v.2.0. The
project/PoA/VPAs can submit the revised monitoring plan with issuance requests submitted
before 26/10/2021.
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RULE UPDATE: RENEWABLE ENERGY ACTIVITY REQUIREMENTS (CORE 
DOCUMENT)

— Clarity in eligible project types

—Effective from 24 January 2020 new GS VER or GS CER Renewable Energy projects connected to
national, or a regional electricity grid must be located in a;
—a. Least Developed Country (LDC), Small Island Developing State (SIDS) or a Land Locked Developing

Country (LLDC).
—b. Low Income and Low Middle-income country where the penetration level of the proposed Renewable

Energy Technology type is less than 5% of the total grid installed capacity, at the time of the first
submission to preliminary review

—Renewable Energy projects connected to national or a regional electricity grid in an Upper Middle-
or High-Income Country are ineligible for GS VERs/CERs.
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RULE UPDATE: RENEWABLE ENERGY ACTIVITY REQUIREMENTS (CORE 
DOCUMENT)

—Applicability requirements for PoAs

— PoAs registered before 24th Jan 2020:
—A registered PoA can include new VPAs/CPAs until the next renewal of the PoA following the approved

inclusion criteria as per the registered PoA Design Document (i.e. previous RE eligibility rules). At the
time of next PoA renewal, the inclusion criteria for new VPAs/CPAs must be updated in line with the
paragraph new RE eligibility rules.

—Any new VPAs/CPAs included as per the previous rules can continue till the end of their respective
maximum allowed crediting period.

—Registered PoAs that have inclusion criteria as per previous eligibility rules cannot extend PoA boundary
to include new countries or expand the scope to include new renewable technology types until next
PoA renewal.

—Registered PoAs that have inclusion criteria in line with paragraph 2.1.3 |above can extend the PoA
boundary to include new countries or expand the scope to include new renewable technology types.
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RULE UPDATE: RENEWABLE ENERGY ACTIVITY REQUIREMENTS (CORE 
DOCUMENT)

—PoAs validated and/or listed before 24 Jan 2020
—Validated and /or listed PoAs submitting request for registration after 24 October 2020 shall define the

VPAs/CPAs inclusion criteria in line with the new RE activity requirements

—New PoAs listed after 24 October 2020
—PoAs submitted for preliminary review after 24 October 2019, shall define the VPAs/CPAs inclusion

criteria in line with the new RE activity requirements

—Projects/PoAs seeking transition to Gold Standard
—Projects/PoAs seeking transition from another carbon crediting scheme to GS4GG or labelling of

emission reductions under GS4GG are exempted from eligibility requirements if the projects/POAs
started their first crediting period with the original carbon crediting scheme from 01/01/2016 or later
but before 24/01/2020

—PoAs seeking transition from another carbon crediting scheme to GS4GG or labelling of emission
reductions under GS4GG are exempted from eligibility requirements. At the time of submission to GS,
PoAs seeking transition shall update the inclusion criteria for new CPAs accordingly. CPAs that started
their first CP with the original carbon crediting scheme from 01/01/2016 or later but before
24/01/2020 are exempted from the eligibility requirements
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RULE UPDATE: RENEWABLE ENERGY ACTIVITY REQUIREMENTS (CORE 
DOCUMENT)

—Project Scale

—Microscale
—RE project issuing less than or equal to 10,000 GS VERs
—RE project seeking any product other than GS VERs with an installed capacity less than equal to 2

MWelectricity/6 Mwthermal

—Small scale
—Renewable energy Project with a maximum output capacity of 15 MW (or an appropriate equivalent).
—End-use energy efficiency improvement project activities that reduce energy consumption, on the

supply side, with a maximum energy saving of 60 GWh per year (or an appropriate equivalent) in any
year of the crediting period. In this context, for project activities that improve thermal energy efficiency,
the maximum energy saving of 60 GWh(e) per year is equivalent to 180 GWh(th) per year saving
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RULE UPDATE: RENEWABLE ENERGY ACTIVITY REQUIREMENTS (CORE 
DOCUMENT)

—Independent expert for hydro power project assessment

—The Gold Standard, Project Representative(s) and the independent expert shall enter into a
tripartite Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) within the context of the requirements for
assessment of critical issues identified for a hydro power project in the RE activity requirements
document.

—The Project Developers have the opportunity to provide their views on the identified issues and
their relevance as part of the report to be delivered by the expert.

—For regular cycle projects, the independent expert(s) shall be invited to the Stakeholder
Consultation and will identify the list of issues for which an independent expert opinion will be
needed on time for validation and/or verification.
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SWS Projects - Parameters

—Berkeley Air report has been finalised and all decision-making on monitoring parameters [Usage, Users and 
Technology Days; bWBT (fixed)] has been handed to SustainCERT - on strict instruction from GS TAC to 
subject these parameters to greater scrutiny.

—The report has shared new information that could change the way your projects monitor and report 
information (for example, seasonal use of groundwater supplies may not have been considered in usage 
surveys). We will outline gaps (non-exhaustive) that must be closed with approval by SustainCERT prior to 
conducting data collection, this must be done as soon as possible to avoid reduced claims.

—VVBs will be instructed to approve values above BAMG only if they can confirm the additional scrutiny they 
have applied and gaps are closed

—SustainCERT reserve the right to certify up to a BAMG value (conservative or high); this will be the case 
when we identify a concern, have reasonable doubt, or our instructions/requests have not been followed.   

—We propose end of Q1 for all PDs to formally commit to alignment (email to be sent), we may withdraw our 
flexible approach on temporary withholdings for Usage and Technology Days after this time
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Recap of BAMG values

Parameter Conservative High

WBT (wood) <0.4 0.5

WBT (Charcoal) <0.1 1.25

Number of Users <300 >500

Number of Users - Springs/PV/Taps* <300

Usage(Upy) 0.75 >0.9

Project Technology Days <75% >95%

applewebdata://E645670E-333A-4B03-BF74-68A06B6BFF65/
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Usage 
100% usage (all day every day in all seasons) is not credible; max. 90% will be accepted at validation/design review, copies of 
Usage Survey must be supplied/approved prior to conducting

Gaps to close

— Surveys without a clear initial statement that the survey is about household water use patterns and a truthful, complete 
response is essential (explicit reference to checking project technology use must not be made to )

— where the project technology is always the first option read to the beneficiary in a multiple-choice answer

— large number of questions and/or no clear statement on how usage is calculated or what it is defined as

— Surveys that rely on beneficiary understanding of litres used for ‘cooking, washing and cleaning’ as a group of water usage 
type

— no option is given to state ‘never, or weekly’ for usage frequency as a multiple-choice answer

— no option is given to record infrequent/seasonal use of non-project sources for crediting uses

— No consideration of double-counting – it is possible that more than one project borehole may be used by beneficiaries

Best Practice – Third Party designed and executed study
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Technology Days 
100% operation of all sources across a monitoring period  is not credible; max. 95% will be accepted at validation/design 
review; copies of O&M approach must be supplied/approved prior to conducting

Gaps to close

—% total technology downtime (and days) recorded not recorded transparently in Project Technology Days parameter box 

—Maintenance database not linked to emission reduction calculations

— Inconsistent technology names and IDs (a unique consistent ID is essential that can be traced through calculations)

— No transparent breakdown of all roles and responsibilities in technology operation and maintenance (we need to fully 
understand your system to certify very high claims)

— Lack of substantial and complete supporting evidence of planned maintenance supporting very low downtimes

— No observable downtime for minor maintenance tasks that support high functionality claims (e.g. chlorination/greasing)

— No clear evidence that project developers are able to  critically assess/understand field reported data (and not just accept 
as is)

Best practice - sensors
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Summary

—SustainCERT reserve the right to certify up to a BAMG value (conservative or high); this will be the 
case when we identify a concern, have reasonable doubt, or our instructions/requests have not 
been followed 

—We propose end of Q1 for all PDs to formally commit to alignment and close gaps (email to be 
sent), we may withdraw our flexible approach on temporary withholdings for Usage and 
Technology Days after this time

—We would like to offer you a one to one discussion on this topic in February

➢ Users and bWBT – BAMG TAC caps will be applied until a formal request is made, please inform 
SC proactively/transparently when you would like to do this, staff will be instructed to cap if they 
do not receive such communication.  
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